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SUB J : ARABIC TRANSLATIONS IN US PASSPORTS 
REF: COPENHAGEN 4677, STATE 191733 

1 . EMBASSY COPENHAGEN WISHES TO BE CONSIDERED FOR AUTHORIZATION 
TO AFFIX CONSULAR SEAL ON ARABIC TRANSLATIONS FOR PURPOSES OF 
OBTAINING VISAS TO LIBYA. AS REQUESTED BY STATE REFTEL, APPROXI- 
MATELY ONE AMERICAN CITIZEN PER MONTH ASKS FOR ARABIC TRANSLATION 
FOR LIBYAN VISA PURPOSES. WE ANTICIPATE A GRADUAL INCREASE IN THE 
NUMBER OF AMERICAN CITIZENS REQUESTING THIS WITH THE CONTINUED 
EXPLOITATION OFOIL IN THE NORTH SEA AND THE GROWTH OF OIL WORKER 
TRAFFIC BETWEEN SCANDINAVIA AND LIBYA. WHILE MORE OF THE LIBYAN 
VISA APPLICANTS ARE LIKELY TO BE COMING FROM NORWAY THAN DENMARK, 
OUR EXPERIENCE HAS BEEN THAT A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER BYPASS OSLO IN 
THEIR SOUTHWARD TRAVEL AND FLY DIRECTLY TO COPENHAGEN. COPENHAGEN 
IS, OF COURSE, ONE OF THE MAJOR AIRLINE TEMRINI IN WESTERN 

EUROPE, AND THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES SYSTEM. 

2. TIEH THE DEPARTMENT'S HAVING FOUGHT AND LOST THE BATTLE OVER 
ARABIC TRANSLATIONS IN 1973 OR 1974, THE PROLIFERATION OF POSTS 
ABLE TO PROVIDE THIS SERVICE TO TRAVELLING AMERICANS SEEMS TO US A 
SECONDARY CONSIDERATION WHEN WEIGHED AGAINST THE INCONVENIENCE 
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TRAVELLERS MIGHT SUFFER OTHERWISE. THE TYPICAL TRAVELLER FROM HERE 
TO LIBYA IS A BUSINESSMAN, AND IN BUSINESS TRAVEL TIME IS 
FREQUENTLY OF THE ESSENCE. WHILE THE BUSINESSMAN CAN BE AND IS 
GIVEN THE OPTION TO OBTAIN THE REQUISITE ARABIC TRANSLATION 
(SEALED BY THE CONSULATE) AND LIBYAN VISA THIS IN MOST CASES 
ENTAIL A DELAY OF A DAY OR MORE IN HIS TRAVEL. THIC CAN BE 
EXPECIALLY VEXING WHEN HE IS TRAVELING WITH SCANDINAVIAN COUNTER- 
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PARTS WHO ARE ABLE TO OBTAIN THE TRANSLATIONS LOCALLY WITH VERY 
LITTLE DIFFICULTY. 

3. WE FEEL THIS ISSUE SHOULD NOW BE VIEWED FROM THE STANDPOINT OF 
CONVENIENCE TO THE TRAVELING PUBLIC RATHER THAN AS AN ISSUE 
INVOLVING THE SANCTITY OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN PASSPORTS AND 
CONSEQUENTLY RENEW OUR REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO AFFIX THE 
CONSULAR SEAL ON THE ARABIL TRANSLATIONS IN UNITED STATES 
PASSPORTS. 

MANSHEL 
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